Roberta Yvette Rand

200 Ocean Lane Drive #203, Key Biscayne, Fl 33149, Tel

(305) 365-9260 (night), (305) 421-4021 (day), (786) 385-0514, 

e-mail: rrand@rsmas.miami.edu 

EDUCATION

1979
MLS
Master of Library Service. Rutgers

University, New Brunswick, NJ Graduate School of Library and Information Studies;

Major:  Computer and Information Science
1977
BA
European History, Rutgers University, New Brunswick, NJ



Majors:  Art History, European History

AREAS OF SPECIALIZATION

Demonstrated leadership and proven success both in the US and abroad in all phases of data and information management to include policy, promotion, collection and administration of all media with a strong focus in the earth sciences; demonstrated success in the areas of computer and systems design and management; ease, ability and caring to manage teams around a variety of issues and projects; keen awareness and importance of evolving trends in information access, technology, publishing, preservation, display and archiving of all materials – including research data sets, historical data, art objects and digital libraries; experience and ease in working effectively in a multi-disciplinary environment; demonstrated commitment to working effectively and collegially with all members of the community, and the larger world; always a student interested in learning and working with colleagues toward new concepts, services, and products;
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS

 Director of the Library; University of

Miami, Rosenstiel School of Marine, and Atmospheric Science, Graduate Library, Miami, FL (February 2001 – 2007); Miami, Florida 33149

Communications and Accomplishments:

Confers and presents briefings and consultations with RSMAS Dean, other leaders within the UM, various advisory committees and members of the UM community for information sharing o Works toward the continuing development of RSMAS Library and the Staff o Manages and/or oversees all projects and resources of the Library, including staff, materials, budgets and other funding, equipment, and facilities to achieve the Library's goals which are instructional, research and informational needs of faculty, students, and staff o Strives toward a collegial, fair and professional working environment to successfully develop new programs, offer new services and processes for greater effectiveness and efficiency with awareness of the greater UM community o Responsible for writing grant proposals and technical documents and making presentations o Responsible for staying abreast of new processes, technologies and systems 

SUCCESSFUL GRANTS AND PROJECTS:

NOAA, National Coastal Data Development Center (NCDDC) Stennis Space Center; (2003-2004. $25,000) A multi-year grant for metadata generation with links to digital data  The criteria is to include data sets on the NCDDC list of priorities:  (1) The data will connect and support NOAA's Ecosystem work which for NCDDC falls into accessing observational data. Therefore, data will be the results of samples taken or measurements made rather than model output. (2) Digital data that is online or databased and available through an online web query, ftp access, etc.  (3)  "Value added products" like iso plots – available through RSMAS web sites. (4) U.S. Coastal waters, i.e. CTD profiles for FL Bay are a great example (http://mpo.rsmas.miami.edu/flabay/APR00dec/APR0009.dec)

- Successfully completed and awaiting additional new funding.

Results:  The Metadata project generated a number of complete database entries. 11 databases for five researchers were submitted for final review and publication to NOAA’s Metadata Enterprise Resource Management Aid (Mermaid) by the end of April 2005.

Additional ten databases for two researchers made it through a final review and editing for submission for publication through Mermaid. 20 databases for ten researchers are currently in the drafting process, where three research coordinators are actively adding data, and nine databases for three researchers are nearing the completion of the initial editing and entry phase. 78 databases were prepared for initial entry, representing the work of 27 current and former RSMAS researchers. The project will continue with new datasets being added to a RSMAS Institutional Repository. Research activities ranged over all six academic divisions at the campus. During the first year, most data collected were centered on research conducted since 1990, for which digital components were most likely to be available. The project focus was in and off Florida, in the Gulf of Mexico and the Caribbean, and ranging to the Lesser Antilles. 

Metadata has further been distributed to other science directories, e.g. NASA’s Global Change Master Directory:  url: http://gcmd.nasa.gov/index.html and RSMAS Portal http://gcmd.nasa.gov/KeywordSearch/Home.do?Portal=rsmas&MetadataType=0
FEDERAL GEOGRAPHIC DATA COMMITTEE (FGDC) in partnership with Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWCC). Fish and Wildlife Research Institute, St. Petersburg, FL. (2004) This partnership includes instruction and metadata generation targeted for the FGDC Clearinghouse.

University of Miami datasets will be published in FGDC Clearinghouse and FWCC Directory.

Selected Others:

· Responsible for staying abreast of new technologies and systems, and communicating this information to all-appropriate sources
· Investigated technical solutions for Library initiatives and projects and recommended preferred and creative options, e.g. collection development, digital libraries, e-journals vs. print, preservations technologies, open-access journals, effective and more efficient approaches to Library services 
· Participates in projects throughout UM with presentations to the Provost and Faculty Senate meetings
· Participates in meetings with other UM librarians for cooperative and cost saving projects for library collections, i.e., electronic access to journals
· Designs surveys for customer service and journal usage
· Works diligently to encourage outside involvement of the Library using functions such as: regular art exhibits of local talent, with the outside media to include the local newspapers and TV interviews
· Building a valuable permanent art collection of paintings and photographs o Engaged in negotiating contracts for the Library and UM

United States. Department of Agriculture. Agricultural Research Service. National Agricultural Library;
Environmental Data and Information Management – 1989 – 2001; Beltsville, MD; Coordinator, Global Change Data and Information Management 

US Representative to the G7 Environment and Natural Resources Management, (G7 Pilot Project No. 6)  - Participated widely both in the US and abroad in this capacity o Representative and Chair, Interagency Working Group on Data Management for Global Change, US Global Change Research Program o Participant in the US National Assessment of the Potential Consequences of Climate Variability and Change, US Climate Forums o Coordinated and drafted USDA Chief Information Officer-sponsored Scientific and Technical Data and Information Management Policy to advance USDA interagency research data and information management and sharing. Consulted with USDA and other federal representatives on policy issues vis-à-vis system architecture, development and Geographic Information Systems (GIS) o Trustee of the Council of Trustees, The GeoData Alliance o Representative to the Global Information Society Initiative, Global Environmental Information Locator

Service
 

Principal Investigator:  Global Change Data and Information System:  Assisted Search for Knowledge, a 9-federal agency funded project of the Subcommittee on Global Change Research Program.  Managed daily operations and improvements with goal to exploit US Global Change Data and Information System (GCDIS) o Builder, designer of funded pilot programs in support of natural language query and retrieval and semantic networks for more accurate searching.

Negotiated terms and systems requirements for systems, GC-ASK for the 9 multi-Federal agency participants (contract through NASA) and AGROS (USDA/GSA/Innovative Technologies Grant) and managed all systems with budgets and timeframes established by advisory groups.

System software included state of the art design and included natural language query retrieval and semantic net search engines.  Analyzed program accomplishments and provided cost-effective recommendations for improvement through “Lessons-Learned” documents.

Proposed and promoted to the IGBP and National Academy of Sciences as the USDA Representative for a WDC-A for Terrestrial Ecosystems o Principal Investigator and author/implementer: 

AGROS, A USDA agroecosystem management system designed to meet the need of delivering accurate information in a timely manner that is easily accessible to a wide range of Internet users and is economically, politically, powerful and sustainable. 

Directed and coordinated the winning grant proposals with multi-agency Federal partners for inventory, synthesizing of value-added data products, and access to USDA agro ecosystem data and information o Worked closely with the Agricultural Research Staff

(ARS) National Program Staff

Briefed USDA executives, representatives and contractors frequently on existing systems and progress of phased-in systems including live demonstrations. 

Designed survey instruments and analyzed results to determine agroecosystem data and information needs of agricultural and research communities.  Initiated and maintained direct, independent liaisons with representatives including executives, manager, researcher, and staff from Federal agencies, and industry domestically and international o Partner with NASA’s Global Change Master Directory (GCMD) to leverage the system for storage, description and dissemination of USDA funded research datasets 
Systems Manager, National Agricultural Library – Library Integrated System – ISIS, 1987 – 1992; Beltsville, MD, Computer Specialist

Systems Manager, Installed and Implemented Integrated-Library-System, ISIS o Supervised five professionals, coordinated personnel, project/work schedules, times tables, goals, budget, and priorities with all “interested”

staff throughout the library

Directed team of professionals in full implementation of VTLS Library-software into NAL system software and hardware requirements and structure for cataloging, acquisitions, serials control, indexing, and sales tape production o Provided technical oversight for hardware and software solutions o Presented numerous briefings to management staff, and library community both domestic and international o Organized and planned venues for related users-groups for demonstrations of ILS/ISIS  

OUTSIDE PROFESSIONAL ACTIVIITES

Serve:  Trustee, Council of Trustees --Geo-Data Alliance, 2000 - now

Contribute:  Workshop and publication, Toward New Partnerships in Remote Sensing: Government, the Private Sector, and Earth Science Research, NAS, Washington, D.C., 2002

Participate:  *Program Planning Committee, American Library Association, Association for Library Collections & Technical Service, 2003 *Gaining Knowledge from Environmental Data, A Workshop on the Data-Information-*Knowledge Continuum, Ft.

Collins, CO. May 2001

*Scholarly Tribes and Tribulations:  How Tradition and Technology are Driving Disciplinary Change, ARL, 2003, Washington, D.C.

*ACRL/Harvard Leadership Institute for Academic Librarians, Harvard University, Aug/2004, Cambridge, Mass

Attended:  Chautauqua Institution, Water Woes World-Wide, Week 6, Aug/2004, Chautauqua, NY

HONORS AND AWARDS

Council of Trustees of the GeoData Alliance Organization (GDA) (now) o Nominated for Computer World/Smithsonian Award for Innovation Technology, Global Change-Assistant Search for Knowledge, 1996 o Spearheaded team awarded $600,000. (additional $300,000 was received after I left the project) for development of the AGROS prototype, National Performance Review (NPR) Innovative Information Technology Fund (1999) o Received outstanding or superior performance ratings, 1987 – 2001 o Received NASA grant for the development and implementation of the metadata directory for the AGROS project 

PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATIONS/LEADERSHIP

American Library Association (current member)


ALCTS, Program Committee, 2000


LITA, Social Responsibility Task Force, 1999


Vice-Chair, LITA, Program Analyst Interest Group,

1997


Chair, LITA, Emerging Technologies, 1995

U.S. Global Change Research Program, Interagency Data, and Information Management Group


Co-Chair, Interagency Data Management Working Group

(USDA/EPA), 2000 - 
2001


Primary and Contact Member, 1994 – 2001


Co-chair, Access Subgroup (USDA/EPA), 1995


Coordinator of Library Search and Retrieval Pilot

Project with University of 
Virginia Computer Science

Department, 1994 – 1995


Member, Content Subgroup, 1994


Chair, Library Information Subgroup, 1994


Chair, Standards Subgroup, 1993

Subcommittee for Global Change Research, Working Group on Data and Information Management


USDA Representative to Users Working Group, NASA’s

Global Change Master 
Directory (GCMD), 1999


Vice-chair, Subcommittee for Global Change Research,

Working Group on Data 
and Information Management,

1997 – 2001


U.S. Delegate to G-7 Environment and Natural Resources, 1995 – 1999


USDA Representative to Committee on Earth Observing

Satellites (CEOS), 1993 
– 2001

SELECTED PUBLICATIONS AND ARTICLES

Assisted Search for Knowledge (ASK):  A navigational tool set to global change data and information, Information Technology and Libraries. Chicago: Jun 1995. Vol. 14, Iss. 2; pg. 87-91

GCDIS – Assisted Search for Knowledge (ASK), Bulletin of the American Society for Information Science, 21:4, April/May 1995

Global Change Research and the Role of Libraries, Library HiTech, Issue 49-50, 13:1-2, 1995 (Editor)

The Global Change Data and Information System – Assisted Search for Knowledge, (GC-ASK) Project, DBLIB Magazine, August 1995 http://www.dlib.org/august95/08rand.html]

Global Change, What Will it Do to Agriculture? Herman S. Mayeux  (with Roberta Y. Rand), Agricultural Research Service Publication, 1997

Who Will Pay for On-Farm Environmental Improvements in the 21st Century, a Resource Guide (compiled with

others) April 2000

Blue Gene: A Vision for protein science using a petaflop supercomputer, (with other authors), IBM Systems Journal, 40 (2): 310-327 2001 

A Contributor (representing the U.S. Department of

Agriculture) to many issues of, Our Changing Planet –

1990- 2001, U. S. Global Change Research Program and other government publications

Professional References by request
